Soldicrs Lettecs.

NorwarLgk, O, June 4th, 1851,
Faiter National Tyibune, : :
Dranr 8ir ; I have read in the May number of Tug

TRIBUNE the review, criticisms and amendments made

by the G. H. L., to the bill which was introduced in the
House of Representatives February 16th, 1880, asking
that penuional{be granted to certain Union soldiers and
sailors of the late war of the rebellion, who were confined
n so-called Confederate prisons. The bill refered to reads

WiEREAs, During the lnte rebellion many soldiers aud sailors
of the Federal army and vavy, through the fortunes of war, be-
came prisoners ot wir confined in so-called Confederate prisons,
to the detriment and permanent injury of their health, but
whose debility is of such a general and indetinable character as
1o exclude them from the benefite of existing pension lnws:
therefare, : :

e it enacted by the Senate and Hovuse of Representalives of the
United States of Amerioa, in Congress assen e, That the Sec
retary of the Interior be, and he herehy is, anthorized and re-
quired to place upon the pension rolls of the United Stiates,
upon application and proof being made to the satisfaction of the
department,, all honorably discharged soldiers and snilors of the
Federal army and navy who, daving the lute war, were captured
and confined, during I.?w period of six months or more, in any of
the prisonsg or places commonly used for the confinement of
prisoners by the so-called Confederate anthorities during the
late rebellion, and who arenot now beneticiaries, nor entitled to
pecome so under existing pension lnws of the United states,

Spe, 2 That such pensions shall in such ease bhegin from the
date of the discharge of the soldier or sajlor aforesmd from the
military or naval service of the United States, and shall be at
ihe rate of eight dollars per month in eases where the term of
imprisonment shall have been more than six months and less
than one vear, and one dollar per month additional tor each mill
wonth of such imprisonment in excess of one year, And the
said pension shall be paid at the same thoe and in the manner as
other pensions are paid. Provided, that nothing in this act shall
pe construed to authorize the reduction or ro preveunt the in-
crease of the pension of any person now reoeiving, or entitled to
receive the benefits of existing pension laws,

G. H. L. claims, and very justly too, that the bill
sbhould include the commissioned officers who were con-
fined in rebel prisons, also that the benefits of this bill
ghould not be restricted to those whose term of imprison-
ment equaled or exceeded six months; and it is indeed
true that this restriction would be a very unjust one, for
tha experience of a great many of the Union prisoners, as
well as my own, has demonstrated most conclusively that
the exposure, hardships and starvation we were com-
pelled to undergo in those terrible death-pens, was so
great that confinement in them for a much less period
than six months, was sufficient to break down and under-
mine the health, and in a large majority of cases has been
followed by years of suffering and permanent disability;
and I think the element of time if considered at all, should
pot exceed one month,

The bill recommended by G. H. L. reads as fo'lows :

Te it enacted by the Senate and House of Repregentatives af e

United States in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the |

Interlor be, and he hereby 18, authorized and empowered to
place upou the pension rolls of the United States, npon applica
tion aud proof being mude ro the satisfaction of the department,
all bonorably diseharged officers, soldiers and sallors of the
United States army and navy who, daring the late war, were
captured and confined in any of the prisons or places connonly
used for the confinement of prisoner, by the so-culled Confeder
ate suthorities during the late rebellion, )

That guch pension shall in each case begin from the date of
the passage of this act, and shall be at the rate of l'll;..'lll dollars
per month and two dollars a day in one payment for the days
they were contined in any Confederate military prisoniand pro-
vided further, that thig sald peusion shall be in addition to any
pension that the said survivors of said Confederate military
prisons way be now drawing or may bercafter draw for wounds
received in the line of daty, to be paid at the same thue and in
the came manner ag other pensions are now paid.

Now, while this bill remedies most of the defects of the
first, yet in one respect it would not be as favorable to
many of its beneficiaries. 1 refer to that clause of the bill
which provides that the pension shall in each case begin
from the date of the passage of this act. The first bill
provides that the pension shall in each case bo;rrin from
the date of the discharge of the soldier or sailor from the
military or naval service of the United States, &c.

Now, there are many of our soldiers who were prisoners

who have not yet succeeded in getting a pension, although |

they have been disabled to a greater or less extent ever
gince they were discharged from the service, and there
are others who have received a pension, but who under
Bentley's rulings have not received more than four or per-
baps six dollars a month, Now, certaialy those who have
been disabled during this time and whose disability is
the result of their prison experience, are as justly entitled
to a pension for the whole time since their discharge, as
the wounded man, or the man who was in any way dis-
abled while in the line of duty, but who was not so un-
fortunate as to be taken prisoner. In regard to that part
of the last bill which provides for the payment of two
dollars per day for each and every day’s confinement in
prison, ‘l will say that it would take & number of mill-
ions of dollars to make this payment alone, and this fact
would undoubtedly be used as an argument against the
bill, and might be the means of killing it at the outset.
And while two dollars a day would be a very small com-
pensation for the auﬁ“erini endured by some of our sol-
diers while in prison, yet it might be clmqu that suffer-
ing and pain are the incidentals of a soldier's life, and
that the wounded soldier might with equal propriety ask
compensation at a certain rate per day during the time
he was suffering acute pain from his wounds. This the
Government does uot grant; but it does grant a peusion
for the dfsability which is the result of these wounds and
suffering; and in most cases this pension is paid from the
date of discharge from the service. 1s it not: evidqnt then,
that the pension of the prisoner who is suffering from
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from the military service of the United Btates. and shall be at
the rate of sight (8) dollayves per month in cases where the term of
Huprikonment shall have been one month or more than one
wonth and less than one year, and one (3) dollsr per month ad-
ditional for each full month of guch imprisonment in excess of
one yvear, aud that said pension shall be in addition 1o any pen.
“lon that the said survivors of said Confederate military pris.
ons may be now dreawing or may heveafter draw for wounds re.
cefved In the line of duty, And the sald penslons shall be pald
#f the smne thoe and In the game manney a= other pensions are
paid.  Provided, that nothing in this set shall be constroed to
alnthorize the reduction or to prevent the inercase of the pen-
slon of any person now receiving, or entitled to recelve the ben
efite of existing pension luws.

Y ours respectfully,

J. C. P

HOPEDALE, Mass,, June 9, 1881,
Nuational Tribune Co.

Sing ! I have scen considerable mention made of young
so.diers in your paper. [ canuot boast of being as young
as some, but I think there are very few as young as my- |
self who served as private thirty-seven months. 1 was
born June 11, 1847 ; enlisted December 9, 1861 ; was in
every battie of the regiment, with one exception. Was
with General Banks on his Red River expedition, also at |
Port Hudson participated in two charges on those works.
Was a member of the Sth New Hampshire Regiment, Co,
A.  Was fourteen years six months old at time of enlist- |
ment. Was in the hospital two weeks, and was never
taken into an ambulance but once, and that for a short
distance. Yours respectfully,

EUGENE CURTICE.

HENRIETTA, V1., June 2, 1881,
Mr. EpiTor : Your paper has a very large circulation
among the soldiers of the country, and I desire to make
an appeal to them. Fellow-soldiers, it is now sixteen
years since the war closed, and yet we are contiuually |
denied our rights. Why is it that the Equalization
Bounty Bill, the bill granting us land warrants, the bill
g_wm%:r_ pensions to those who suffered in prisons, the Pen- |
sion Court Bill, and others that might be named. have
vot passed? Why is it that Mr. Bentley is still retained
as Commissiover of Pensions? The reason to me is evi-
dent.. We are not true to each other. We do not look te
the record of the men for whom we vote. Until this is
done we cannot secure our rights. We ought to work
together as a band of brothers to secure our ends. These
are words | want to sink deep into the hearts of all ex-
soldiers. Yours truly,
ARMSTRONG O'HARA.

Andersonville,

No so'dier who served in a rebel prison will ever forget
bow cruel war is, and how inhuman human beings can
make themselves No one who served in Andersonville
will forget the horrors of the living death that he was saf-
fering daily in that spot that is darker than any other in
the soutbern page of our war history,

Many persons are anxious to know how the *‘old pen*’
looks now ; and the following information about its pres- |

. ent condition will be read with interest by both soldiers |

disability mcurred while in the line of duty should also

in at the date of his discharge.

he following bill will, I think, remedy the defect of

the first and socond:

SHEREAR, During the late rebellion many otficers, soldiers
lm\?l ::lli:w of the l’:ltou army and navy, throngh the Iurm.nm
of war, hecame prisoners, and were confined in so-called Con-
federate prisons, to the detriment and permanent injury of .1 heir
pealth. bt whose permanent injury of their health, bhut whose
debility is of such u general und indefinable character as to ex
olude i)‘;:-'. from the benefits of existing peunsion laws; there-

fore,
United States of Ameriea, in Congress assembled, That the Sce

|

- f the Intevior be, and he hereby 18, authorized and re- |
(r;utl‘:'f{! l‘:lu |:hw-ts g the pension rolls of the United States, |

atio d proof being wmade 1o the satisfaction of
{‘&’ ﬁ:pmppu;nﬁ‘t.u a‘;ln holnoubly discharged ofticers, soldjera and
sallors of the Federsl mrmy and navy who, during the late war
were captured and confined during the period of one (1) month
or more, in auy of the prisons or places commonly used for the
confinement of prisoners by the so-oulled Confederate authori-
\ e late reballion,
e d.“:.i‘ }sl: uw‘h pension shall in each cuse beglu from the

d:t:c of the discharge of the ofticer, soldier or ssilor uforesaid,

and others :

Anderson is the name of a station on the South-western
railioad about sixty miles from Macon. Itis nothing but
a railroad station, and the only thing that characterizes
the spot is the immense Union cemetery of some twenty
acres, over which floats the star-spangled bunner. The
cemetery is eonstructed on the spot where the prisoners
were buried, and the trenches were dug with such pre-
cision and regularity that the soldiers were not generally |
disturbed, but allowed to remain as their comrades in-
terred them, working under the fixed bayonets of the
Georgia home-guard. -

The cemetery is surrounded by a stout brick wall, with
an iron gate, and is under the sipervision of a superin-
tendent, who lives on the ground. It is a plain spot. |
There is not much attempt made to ornament this ity of
our martyred dead. It would take a great deal of even
such influence as plants and flowers possess to dispel the |
melancholy memories that hauout this hill in the pine |
woods of south Georgia.

Southerners shun the spot, but the cemetery is much
visited by northern travelers, and the rvegister in the su-
perintendent’s lodge contains many strange inscriptions
besides the names of the visitors. One lady asks forgive-
ness of God for the murder of her brother, who sleeps in
the cemetery.

Occasionally a man who was in the stockade turns up
among the visitors.. These men, whatever their natural
temper, the superintendent says, can almost be distin-
guished by the effects of fear, dread and vivid recollec-
tion which come back like a shock into their faces as they
again stand on the now quiet and sunlit scene of their ex-
periences.

[n the cemetery the ground is of a goneral level, and
the graves of the known and unknown, properly separ-
ated, are arranged in rows, closely laid, as far as the eye |
can reach.

There are actually buried ou this elevation 15,715 men. |
The soldier whose identity was preserved by his comrades
is marked in his resting-place by a white marble stone |
rising eighteen inches above the level of the ground., A
square marble block with the word ‘‘ Unknown,” on it is |
repeated about one thousand times in the cemetery.

*art of the stockade is still standing. There were two
rows of trees—one inside the other. The outer row
has fallen down, save for & few posts here and there,
but a large part of the inner wall still stands, Trees |
have grown up around the old pen, and the thick growth |
of underbrush now covers the site of the prison. I

No traces of the famous brook that ran through the !
stockade remain, nor of the wonderful well dug by the |
prisoners, It is all now a mild and peaceful section of |
country.,

Many of the soldiers in the cemetery have handsome
headstones lifted to their memory by friends in the North,

Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of (the | and efforts are frequently made to have certain graves |

“ kept green " with flowers, |
= =al S e |

Ax old farmer in Massachusetts had been much an-
noyed by the ecoentricities of his hired hand, One mom-

mseif, Somewhat surprised, the old man
: “Well, well ! What on airth will that fellow

ing on going out to the bara he found that his hired man |
In% h i
jacula

o next !’ J
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We nre obliged to answer eortain inguiries of the kame nature
mench desie of onr paper. While we cheerfally farnish infor-
mation to sabseribers, in this colnmn, we suggest that much
labor, time and expense may be saved hoth to onrselves and to
our correspondents, if the lacter and other subseribera would
geep u file of the paper. They conld then, at any time, turn to
the file and probably find the very inguiry answered about which
they wonld have written to ns, We trust that each and avery
subscriber will profit by this snggestion.

L0, Vi Des MaiNes, Towa.—George B, Loving, of Maseachn-
<efTR, s heen recently appoioted aud confirmed as Commis,
stoner of Agricultnre, in place of Mr. Le Due.

AL, PITISRURGH. PA—~We do uot furuish o sample copy of
any paper with which we elub. Send a postal card askin fog it
to the pablisher of the paper you wish — he will proha ly for-
wiad i to you.

C.T. W, BURLINGTON, Towa.—~We canuot inform YOUu ne to the
names of Statexs having organizations known as Nutional
Ginards, "

Go Ly, DETROIT, MICH. —~You are vight, and conseqnently your
friend is wrong,  Gettyshurgh was andoubtedly the grentest
hattle of the war.

S.ML SPRINGFIELD. M ass.—We belleve there never was a fight
with rebel troops in BHlinais:  Morgan's men were in Indizsng
und Ohiao,

JOML CLBYRACUSE, N, Y.—Any information with reference to
ony National Cemetaries will be given by addeessing Quarter-
master’s Department U. 8. Army, Washington, D, C.

F. B, ALpasy, N, Y.—See onr last numnber, (which we send
vou) in which voun will find Mr. Kelfer's bill.

T W., Caunes, N, J.—Camp Batler, Hlinois. was located some
elght or ten miles from Springtield. It was a depot for reernita
and rehel prisoners.

JoRC, WILLIAMASPORT, PA—See lust page of onr paper with
regard to preaminms for ¢lubs. We send you b copy.

L. F.,Caoxcorb, N. H—We cannot promise, in advance, to
publish any notiee—it must first be examined.

Jo B TeestoN, N J.—The information yon seek wili be found
in another part of our paper, a copy of which we send yon,

H. C. W., BELLEVILLE, [LL—The Soldiers’ Home, near this
clty, is only intended for soldiers who have been in the Regular
Army.

T. M. . SeeEnovaas, Wis—The rite of pension for a disability
incapacitating for any wannal labor wis, up to June d, 1866, §8 a
month: from that date 1o June 4, 1872, it was 8320 a4 month: and
from the last date, and at present, #24 & month. The pﬁrm
soany manngl labor,” which ocenrs in the law, is constraned to
incinde the lighter kinds of labor requiring edneation and skill

O, M., Harirorp, CONN.—A homestead mny be located by an
ex-2oltdier or sailor through an agent, bat at the expiration of
=ix momths the prineipal himsel! mnst locate and commence
enltivation: otherwige all elafin to the tract will be forfeited,

D, W, Hassizan, Mo.~The Equalization Bounty Bill pro-
poscs to grant @ bounty of eight and one-third dollars a month
for each month of actual service, dedoacting all United States
hounty alrewdy receiy e, Multiply 8§ by the nnmber of months
von  served, aud from the prodnet <obrraet the amonnt of
honnty yvou have received—the remainder, if any. will show von
the gmount to which vou will be entitled if the said bill becomes
a law.

G W, o0, BrenrFrenp, MicH—gnestion. Does the Commissioner
of Penstons allow pensions without the clabmant heing exsm-
inedd by o physieian recognized by the Government - Answer.,
N, sir

J. H. E.. CLARENDON, Micn, —Claims are not allowed in rota-
tion, For instance, elaim Noo 205,608 may e gllowed before
olaim No, 104,293, .

D, N PrrrsFien s, Mass.—0, What is mweant by * Additional
Homesteads * nnder” seotion 2306 of the Revisesd Statutes t—A.
At Additional Homestead,"” nuder seetion 2308 Revised Stat-
ntes, is made and allowed n cases where a person who was &
soldier in the rebellion for not less than nmrtf days, and who,
having been honorably discharged., did, on and before Juune 29,
1864, ke # homestead for less than 180 acres, Under this see-
tion 2906 he ix allowed to muke an additional entry for the
amonnt of difference between the aren of the original home-
srepd and Wwo geres.  If he does not choose to make the entry in
person and at onee, he can have s eertificate of his right made
by the General Lamd Offies, this oity, und the paper -'uvvredelnjg
thie certiticnte is ealled an @ Approved Additional Homest
Right.”

B.W. PHiLADELPHIA, P —You should address the Surgeon-
General of the Army. Washington, D. C. in regard to the matter
veferred to in youar letter.

N. F. E. guixey, It—The Government frirnishes headstones
for the eraves of all soldiers who died daring or since the late
war, upon application for same by relatives or fricpds.  Address

| the Q‘(H‘-I..,"In;(hf('!“lh‘ﬂt'l"‘.i! of the Army. this aity.

G. L. 8., PorTLAND, MAuNE—The pension granted to o dis-
charged soldier daring his lifetfme cannot be increased after
his death,

N, W, JL 8. Pav, Maisy.—One coumissioned officer or twe
enlisted men wre required in & pension claim to corroborate
claimant’'s statement @8 to the time when, places where, and
cirenmstagnees nnder which the alleged disabllity was con-
tracted.

T, L. V., NasuviLLE, TESN.~—Ulalnis for property tuken by the
United States Army, in States not in insmrrection during the
late war, if filed prior to January 1, 1880, can be prosecuted and
collected upon the peccssary proof being addnved.

J. M., MancugsTsR, N, H—-We canpot advise or s t
to ex-soldiers und sailors in what portion of the United tes
thev will find the most desirable lands on which to loeate their
homesteads, but we advise thew to write to the Commissioner
of the General Land Office here and he will send all who seek
mformation on the subject a pamphiet telling all about our pub-.
e lands

D R O Brrrixeron, Ngw Jeusey.—Up to a recent date a
deserter at large from the velunieer service could obtain
a dishonorable discharge, and by thus hu.vl:s his military
record completed, obtain a pension if entitl thereto; but
ox.Secretary of War Rumsey, )ust before reti from the
War Office, issued an order te the effeet that no further dis.
charges in such cases shopld be issued. The Commissioner of
Penglons has now the matter of alloggng pension (o this class of
cases under consideration, and we will make known his decision
when rendered. The above refers to those who have never re.

| oolved & fnal discharge. We would, however, advise all such to

apply, a8 they will no doubt eventually bave title.
-

Soldiers who Lost Horses.

In answer 1o very many queries which coutinue to come
to us, especially from ex-goldiers who were in the western
cavalry secvice. we will n state that the law granting
pay for horses lost iu the United States sery from
causes incident to the war, expired by limitation
ber 31, 1875, Quite a number of bills have been intro-
duced since to extend the time within which such claims
may be filed and audited, and while there has been no

icular opposition to so just a measure, yet the bills
ave failed through a lack of interest on the part of Sea.
ators and Representatives having them in charge, and
other reasons. Several bills of this nature were intro-
duoced in the Jast Congress, which expired March 4, 1881
and one of them passed the Senate, but so late in the ses-
sion as to render its passage biy the House of Represen-
§ every reason, however,

hope that the bill will become a law d the session

f Congress next December, all having
olaims of this ¢ should bring them before the

r depertinent through au experienced claims attor-
ge“;p:ithom delay, ss they will be taken upiu the orderof

their filing. (See advertisement oo last page.)
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